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Prof. Vaclav Jakubec, DrSc. - 90" birthday
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This thematic issue focused on farm animal genetics and breeding is dedicated

to Prof. Vaclav Jakubec, DrSc.

Prof. Vaclav Jakubec celebrated his 90" birthday
on April 25, 2020. He was a prominent scientist,
expert in the field of population genetics and live-
stock breeding. He significantly contributed to the
development of this field in Czech and Slovak agri-
cultural science and greatly influenced agricultural
research abroad. His legacy is further developed
and continued by his scientific followers at the
Institute of Animal Science in Prague — Uhfinéves
and several agricultural universities in the Czech
Republic and in Slovakia.

His scientific work focused mainly on sheep
breeding and hybridisation of livestock, and on
the application of theoretical knowledge in breed-
ing. He developed a general model for estimation
of crossbreeding parameters and prediction of the
yield of hybrids, which are the basis for optimising
hybridisation programmes (Jakubec et al. 1987).
In the last period of his active life, he devoted
himself to the breeding of the most valuable ge-
netic resource, Old Kladrub horse. He elaborat-
ed new methodological approaches in this area
of horse breeding research: Analysis of linear de-
scription of type traits in the varieties and studs
of the Old Kladrub horse, 2007; Selection in the
genetic resource: genetic variation of the linear
described type traits in the Old Kladrub horse,
2009; Analysis of inbreeding in the genetic re-
source of the “Old Kladrub horse” in the period
from 1993 to 2003, 2004.
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Prof. Véclav Jakubec, DrSc. (Author: Ing. Lubor Hougka, CSc.)

In 2020, a scientific seminar was held at the
Institute of Animal Science in honour of Prof.
Jakubec and to celebrate his birthday first planned
in March. Due to the coronavirus pandemic,
the seminar took place on October 8, 2020. Prof.
Jakubec did not live to see it. He died peacefully
in July 2020.
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